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We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country 
throughout Australia and abroad, and their continuing 
connection to culture, community, land, waters and sky. 
Specifically we acknowledge the Dharug peoples who have 
long cared for this Country. We also acknowledge their 
neighbours, the Dharawal, Gundungurra and Darkinjung 
peoples, and other groups who have connected and still 
connect with this place.

We pay our respect to Elders and Knowledge Holders past, 
present and future and express our gratitude for their 
continued sharing of knowledge and culture. 

We pay respect to the First Peoples of the Sydney area, 
who have strived to retain and reclaim their cultures, 
languages, identities, and connections to Country despite 
colonial forces. We recognise the valuable contribution 
made by Aboriginal people in Sydney to community, 
narratives, spaces and places.

We acknowledge that sovereignty was never ceded, and 
these lands remain a contested space for many First 
Peoples.

Recognising Country, Elders and Custodians is a form of 
mutual respect between First Peoples. It is based on an 
ancient tradition which situates us in a living reciprocal 
action between people, narrative and Country. 

Remembering 
Country
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Introduction This report follows a substantial body of work based on An Approach to 
Engaging with Country (2020), developed in response to the recognition 
of the need for improved engagement methodologies that are more 
inclusive of relationships. The Approach recommends that engagement 
is not only a single touch point with the First Nations community, but a 
long term and enduring relationship that includes relating with Country 
as part of the process.

Following the Approach, Djinjama was offered the opportunity to work 
on a site in Wianamatta, Western Sydney, in the Liverpool Council area 
called Rossmore Grange. Over a year the Djinjama team engaged with 
Country, community, culture and narratives. The local First Nations 
community, guided by Knowledge Holders of place, were engaged over 
this time using a variety of methods including art-based, storytelling, 
sharing culture, walking Country, Dreaming Up, workshops, digital 
sharing, and deep listening. A Reading of Country was developed as 
per Dr Danièle Hromek’s familial methodology, delivered via a visual 
verbal essay. A series of recommendations for Rossmore Grange were 
developed as a result of this process, including cultural care using fire 
and of water, a cultural master plan, and cultural countermapping.

This report brings together and describes that process to provide an 
overview of how each map can be used to inform the way engagement 
with local Knowledge Holders can be translated into land use and water 
infrastructure planning. The maps developed for this work include:

 ʿ Community Communal Narrative Artwork

 ʿ Cultural Aspirations Map

 ʿ Cultural Masterplan

 ʿ Cultural Fire Aspirations Plan

 ʿ Cultural Water Aspirations Plan

 ʿ Cultural Care Map

Countermapping  Rossmore Grange Introduction



Community Engagement 2



Djinjama 8

Singing and dancing 
with Grandfather Tree at 
Rossmore Grange

Yarning and storytelling 
with Elders at Rossmore 
Grange

Elders share stories about 
Country and community to 
the project team following a 
Smoking Ceremony.

Walking Country with Elders 
and Knowledge Holders 
to learn from each other 
and from Country about 
what is important here. 
This included singing and 
dancing on Country, another 
means of sharing with and 
about Country.

Country calls those who 
listen, including to special 
places and sacred sites. 
Rossmore Grange has some 
special places which were 
revealed through the process 
of walking Country.

Engaging with 
Country at Ross-
more Grange

Community 
Engagement

Djinjama engaged with local Knowledge Holders, Elders and community 
members over a year to understand the importance of this place, 
Rossmore Grange, from a cultural and deep history perspective. 

Community EngagementCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Country communicates to 
those who actively listen 
and engage. Spending time 
on Country with Knowledge 
Holders can open the 
heart, ears and mind to the 
messages from Country.

It is important to hear and 
know Country from the 
largest tree to the smallest 
gum nuts. Every part of 
Country is equally important 
and has the capacity to 
teach and be learned from.

Engaging with 
Country at Ross-
more Grange

Countermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Walking Country together as 
a project team at different 
times of year, observing 
different faces of Country 
is critical to truly knowing 
Country, and as such, being 
able to design and plan for 
Country.

Engaging with 
Country at Rossmore 
Grange

Countermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Protocols During the engagement process, the Dharug community members from 
the mountains to the plains to the coast identified some protocols for 
us to share with government, developers, business and anyone working 
on Dharug Ngura. These protocols are to guide those engaging with the 
Dharug community to ensure respectful engagement.

Additionally, throughout the process of engaging a set of guiding 
principles and values to be used in all projects working on Dharug 
Ngura and with Dharug people.

These are outlined in the following pages.

ProtocolsCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Protocols for Dharug Collective
From Sweetwater to Freshwater to Saltwater (Gadaang)

Protocols  ʿ Do no harm

 ʿ Tell no lies

 ʿ Do not take what is not ours

 ʿ Dharug do not give permission, only try to 
connect

 ʿ Never be shamed to dance or sing so long as you 
are smiling that is all that matters

 ʿ Consider what will be left for the children 
including human and non-human

 ʿ Embed care for Country as everyday practice

 ʿ Ecology over economy

 ʿ Enable cultural practices

 ʿ No more secrets 

Djinjama 13ProtocolsCountermapping  Rossmore Grange



Principles and Values

Principles Values

Community led

Collection of the 
willing

Mother’s Law

Respecting the 
cultural way

Respectful 
individualism

Government/developers work for the 
community to support them, not on behalf 
of the community, thus majority of resources 
need to go to the community (including third 
party Indigenous led entities)

Speak from own perspective with all receiving 
support to be part of the yarn (Knowledge 
Holders)

The earth as Mother, not discriminating 
amongst her children and creating safe 
and healthy environments for all entities of 
Country, creating balance between all Laws 
(women’s, men’s, Country, etc.) 

Purposefully undertaking a decolonising 
process 

A way of being where individuals enjoy 
freedom in self-expression as it is recognised 
by the wider society that each individual 
takes into consideration and acts upon the 
needs of the whole community rather than 
self interest. Respecting the “clanal” nature 
of Aboriginal communities, rather than trying 
to make all conform to a single outcome or 
response, being respectful of and excited by 
the differences

Capacity Building

Open participation of 
multiple voices and 
knowledges

Honour Law/lore

Two-eyed seeing

Autonomy

Djinjama 14Principles and ValuesCountermapping  Rossmore Grange



Lighting the fire

Cultural safety

Equal voice

Cultural IP

Light the fire, whoever wants to come is at the 
fire, and whatever is determined around the 
fire is the outcome, or the way towards the 
next steps of the project

All attending have a right to have a voice in 
the project with the understanding their voice 
is working towards the betterment of the 
community and Country rather than self

Many voices are required for the planning 
of Country, understanding that spaces are 
gendered so equality in genders is needed, and 
youth as well as Elders will be included

Cultural intellectual property will be managed 
culturally

Indigenous 
governance models

Cultural compliance

Equality

Care for culture

Djinjama 15Principles and ValuesCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Engagement Painting

Women’s Billabong,  
Uncle Greg Simms

Community 
Artworks

This communal narrative 
artwork was developed 
through an intensive 
community sharing day. The 
project team were embedded 
with the community to hear 
their stories, concerns and 
aspirations for Country 
and for their community 
and culture. Through the 
act of painting together the 
narratives of Country were 
captured in the art, and in 
the hearts of those who were 
in attendance.

Elder Uncle Greg Simms 
painted this artwork for 
the project to describe the 
relationship between water 
and women.

Community ArtworksCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Cultural 
Aspirations

Djinjama has been working with the New South Wales Government 
to translate and incorporate the aspirations shared by the local 
First Nations community into policies and strategies. In particular, 
the cultural water aspirations are being used to inform policies for 
protecting and improving the health of waterways in this area.

Water resources have important cultural, spiritual and practical values 
for First Nations peoples. Waterways are crucial for cultural practices 
and knowledge transfers as part of a health, flowing, connected system.

The Cannemegal and Wianamattagal peoples of the Dharug nation 
still care for the Country of Wianamatta and carry the stories and 
knowledges of that landscape. Dharug Elders describe Wianamatta as 
an interconnected system, formed through the Dreaming, this cultural 
landscape connects from beyond the mountains out to the sea. It is 
a particularly important place for pregnant women as the place of 
the mother creek – a female landscape relating to motherhood and 
creation.

The Cultural Aspirations Map collates what the community shared 
over a series of engagements, yarns, deep listening, artmaking, and 
walks on Country. It is their hopes and dreams for Country mapped 
out where activities could occur. This work is then further developed 
in subsequent maps, such as the Masterplan for Country and Cultural 
Aspirations for Fire and Water.

Cultural AspirationsCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Cultural 
Aspirations  
Map

This mapping describes 
everything heard in the 
engagement process, placed 
onto the map of Rossmore 
Grange. It includes all of 
the aspirations that the 
community shared for this 
Country.

 ʿ Protect and enhance 
existing remnant vegetation, 
encourage endemic 
groundcover species

 ʿ Monitoring programs (not 
just weather but also native 
animals and non-natives, 
fire responses, water levels, 
wind, soil health, yams

 ʿ Learning about river care, 
restoration of riparian area 
with endemic species, 
adding habitat (wood/debris) 
for water critters

 ʿ Maintain pubic access to 
creek

 ʿ Pest management (foxes, 
rabbits etc.)

 ʿ Nudge management across 
the whole area

 ʿ Walking tracks connecting 
learning centres (tool 
workshop, river restoration, 
plant nursery, bush tucker, 
cultural fire etc.)

 ʿ Staged learning trail learning 
from storytelling, learning 
one lesson and moving from 
area to area to continue to 
learn

 ʿ Weaving, arts trail

 ʿ Foraging trail

 ʿ Lay down corner (sit down 
grass — that doesn’t need to 
be mown)

 ʿ Bush tucker area with 
medicines

 ʿ Cultural burning workshop 
areas

 ʿ Stone and wooden tool 
workshop making area

 ʿ Birthing on Country, 
Women’s health, and 
women’s mud baths

 ʿ Mob training: horticulture/
arboriculture, advance tree 
stock growing, offsets local 
development

 ʿ Landscape management 
programs and testing 
(scalable models)

 ʿ The whole site lends itself to 
Language revival programs

 ʿ Bring back emus

 ʿ Water filtering program

3
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Walking Track

Women’s Place

Birthing  
on Country

Water Care

Cultural Tools

Camping

Ceremonial Space

Cultural Fire

Biodiversity  
Conservation

Emu’s Back
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Bioswales

Raingardens

Live and Care Facilities 

Weaving Shelters

Amenities Block

Dance Circle

Nature Play

Campfire and Kitchen

Tent Campsites

Sleeping Pods

Existing veg regen zones

New open woodland planting

New closed woodland planting

New medicinal planting

Nursery zone

Grasses and yams

Beach zones

Masterplan 
for Country

The cultural masterplan 
shares how the engagements  
captured in the Cultural 
Aspirations Map can be 
embedded into a planning 
outcome that can be 
implemented on the ground.

Masterplan for CountryCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Cultural  
Practices 
Planning

The cultural practices plans 
share how the care for 
Country aspirations can be 
implemented on the ground.

Cultural Fire  
Planning
Map

LMA1

LMA2

LMA5

LMA3

LMA4

LMA1

LMA2

LMA3

LMA4

LMA5

Nursery Area

Rain Gardens

Camping & Workshops

Riparian Area

Women’s Birthing  
& Communal Activities

1

(See over page for table of 
recommendations)

Cultural Practices PlanningCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Summary of Priority Actions

All Land 
Management 
Areas (LMA)

LMA 1 
Nursery Area

LMA 2 
Rain Gardens

 ʿ Assessment and planning: review Cultural Fire Plan annually and update 
priority actions in view of seasonal variations and ongoing support.

 ʿ Protect fire-sensitive attributes and cultural values, including habitat trees 
through cultural burning and mitigation activities.

 ʿ Community engagement, education and mentoring: provide a cultural 
learning space for community and schools to further opportunities for 
cultural knowledge exchange.

 ʿ Conduct further survey work to determine ecological and cultural assets.

 ʿ Maintain fuel loads around identified cultural and ecological sites with 
most appropriate method for the site. Methods may include: cultural 
burns, pile burns, mowing or slashing, thinning of undergrowth using 
mechanical thinning techniques.

 ʿ Maintain all access tracks as potential fire breaks.

 ʿ Reduce and maintain fuel loads around assets and 
infrastructure including: maintenance shed, retail, staff 
facilities, live and care facility.

 ʿ Undertake a mosaic of cultural burns throughout Existing 
Vegetative Regeneration zones alternating between areas as 
appropriate to create a mosaic effect.

 ʿ Reduce and maintain fuel loads around assets and 
infrastructure including: live and care facility.

 ʿ Undertake cultural burn of Grasses, Grains and Yam areas 
after they are well established, alternating between areas as 
appropriate to create a mosaic effect.

 ʿ Undertake a mosaic of cultural burns throughout Existing 
Vegetative Regeneration zones alternating between areas as 
appropriate to create a mosaic effect.

 ʿ Undertake a mosaic of cultural burns throughout New Open 
Woodland Planting once it is well established (approximately 
five years after planting).

Comment:

Alternate burn areas to 
maintain a mosaic of habitat 
areas with different vegetative 
stages.

Cultural Fire Planning 
Recommendations

1

Cultural Practices PlanningCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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LMA 3 
Camping & Workshops

LMA4 
Women Birthing & 
Community Facilities

LMA5 
Riparian Area

 ʿ Reduce and maintain fuel loads around assets and infrastructure 
including: camp areas, camp kitchen, weaving and tool making areas, live 
and care facilities. 

 ʿ Undertake a mosaic of cultural burns throughout Existing Vegetative 
Regeneration zones alternating between areas as appropriate to create a 
mosaic effect.

 ʿ Reduce and maintain fuel loads around assets and infrastructure 
including: birthing area, emergency car park, shelter area, keeping place, 
amenities block, dance circle and nature play areas.

 ʿ Investigate and manage medicinal planting as per species requirements to 
determine if they need fire or not.

 ʿ Undertake a mosaic of cultural burns throughout Existing Vegetative 
Regeneration zones alternating between areas as appropriate to create a 
mosaic effect.

 ʿ Undertake a pile burns throughout New Closed Vegetative Regeneration 
zones to reduce fuel loads while maintaining the closed forest. Once 
established (approximately five years after planting).

 ʿ Identify Casuarina / Allocasuarina stands and conduct cultural burns 
around these areas to protect from wildfire. Maintain invasive weeds in 
these areas using mechanical techniques.

 ʿ Undertake a mosaic of cultural burns throughout Existing Vegetative 
Regeneration zones alternating between areas as appropriate to create a 
mosaic effect.

 ʿ Develop meaningful relationships with neighbours on the western side 
of Wianamatta Creek and wherever possible work collaboratively to 
undertake cultural burns on their side of the creek to build resilience and 
health of the Country.

 ʿ Investigate how to promote native grasses, forbs and herbs along riparian 
area. Techniques may involve the use of fire, or the absence of fire 
according to vegetation types.

Cultural Practices PlanningCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Cultural Water 
Planning
Map

2

(See over page for table of 
recommendations)

Cultural Practices PlanningCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Swamp Oak 
Floodplain Forest 
along waterway

Cabbage 
Gum-Broad-
leafed Apple 
Forestwaterway

Ground layer Shrubs Low trees

 ʿ Eradicate or control the extensive weed infestations that are suppressing 
regeneration of native understorey species. A particular problem are 
several climbing or creeping weed species that are smothering what 
remains of the native understorey.

 ʿ Expand the area of the community by revegetation (replanting) of areas 
linking the existing scattered remnants. A long-term objective should be 
restoration of a continuous band of Cabbage Gum-Broad-leaved Apple 
Forest on the alluvial floodplain soils adjacent to the existing band of 
Swamp Oak Floodplain Forest along Wianamatta (South Creek). This 
would have the added benefit of enhancing the effectiveness and value of 
the vegetation along South Creek as a wildlife corridor.

 ʿ A continuous band of the community should also be reestablished around 
the edges of the Freshwater Wetlands. Species planted should be ones 
known to occur at the site, or ones likely to have been present originally.

 ʿ Threeawn Speargrass

 ʿ Scurvy Weed

 ʿ Slender Tick-trefoil

 ʿ Kidney Weed

 ʿ Berry Saltbush

 ʿ Bordered Panic

 ʿ Spiny-headed Mat-rush

 ʿ Many-flowered Malrush

 ʿ Weeping Grass

 ʿ Basket Grass

 ʿ Whiteroot

 ʿ Sweetgrass

 ʿ Kangaroo Grass

 ʿ Blackthorn

 ʿ Prickly Parrot-pea

 ʿ Native lndigo

 ʿ Peach Heath

 ʿ White Dogwood

 ʿ Green Wattle

 ʿ Parramatta Green Wattle

 ʿ Prickly-leaved Paperbark

Replant native species to assist in restoration of the community if 
necessary, depending on the extent of natural regeneration following weed 
control. Undertake weed control as necessary to allow native understorey 
plants to become established.

Cultural Water Planning
Recommendations

2
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Cultural Care The Cultural Care Map advances the work undertaken in the previous 
stages to provide direction to State and Local Governments and Local 
Land Services on actions to take to advance this work. This map can be 
used to inform priorities for funding and management, as is commonly 
captured in catchment management plans.

This holistic understanding is the culmination of all other work as 
directed by First Nations communities who care for this Country. It 
represents their involvement from conception to on-ground delivery. 

The Cultural Care Recommendations are also expanded via a table 
on the subsequent pages to include recommendations for Care for 
Country, Designing with Country, and Actions with the Community. It 
also includes Innovations and related Policies.

Cultural CareCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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The cultural care map describes 
the actions required to care for 
this Country as described by the 
Knowledge Holders and Elders.

Creek

Ephemeral creek

Cultural Fire

Pond

Grandfather Tree

Scar Trees

Kangaroo Grounds

 ʿ Use cultural fire to clear weeds 
and debris from the open space 
areas to encourage new food 
sources for Kangaroos (as per 
cultural fire plan)

 ʿ Use hand weeding to clear weed 
and debris from around the creek 
lines and Casuarina groves

 ʿ Use preventative planting to 
protect special places such as: 
Scar Trees and Grandfather 
Trees

 ʿ Use hand weeding and 
preventative planting around 
ponds

 ʿ Plant aquatic plants around 
ephemeral creek lines to protect 
damp areas 

 ʿ Add preventative planting along 
the road to protect wildlife from 
vehicles

 ʿ Plant Cumberland Plains 
Woodlands species to encourage 
biodiversity and landscape 
recovery

 ʿ Remove all rubbish from ponds 
and creeks

 ʿ Remove all rubbish from all 
landscape

 ʿ Should white clay be found 
immediately alert Dharug female 
Traditional Custodians 

Cultural Care
Map

Cultural CareCountermapping  Rossmore Grange
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Care for Country Recommendations

Country Centred Design1

Values

Start with Country

Complementary  
design that is of  
its place

Deep listening

Start any work with a 
strong understanding of 
this place, and what it 
needs 

Demonstrate a ‘starting 
with Country’ approach 
via critical research, 
engagement with 
cultural narratives and 
contemporary colonial 
histories, understanding 
of the natural landscapes, 
the systems and habitats 
that make up this specific 
Country

Avoid massive earthworks, 
work with the lie of the 
land

Organic not mechanic

Protect cultural heritage 
and enable cultural 
futures

Touch Country lightly – no 
heavy-footed structures

Design low, layered 
structures that preserve 
big sky and do not harm 
Country.  No high or tall 
buildings

Design to recognise 
and harmonise with the 
Cumberland Plains

Design to enable long 
views to the mountains

Gain inspiration from 
Country including colours, 
materiality, textures, 
forms, shapes, lines, 
spatial layouts

Structures that feel like 
they are birthed by the 
land

Work with the topography

Generous spaces 
between structures, avoid 
overcrowding 

Design for Dharug 
seasons

Natural materials that 
are reflective of place 
and sourced as locally as 
possible

Preserve the identity of 
place

Design a lay down corner 
(sit down grass - that does 
not need to be mown) 

Bring Traditional 
Custodians’ voices into 
the forefront of all work 
on Country from the 
beginning and all the way 
through the work, and 
beyond

Engage with cultural 
narratives and histories

Explore art and 
educational opportunities

Maintain relationships 
with community

Regularly invite the 
community back to 
Country to continue 
informing and guiding 
the design and care for 
Country

Engage with the Dharug 
who are Custodians and 
knowledge keepers of 
water on Dharug Country

Listen carefully and avoid 
filling all the gaps with 
questions

Manage community 
expectations through 
the process, be open 
and transparent about 
the project, timeframes, 
outcomes

Starting with Country is 
innovative

Create spaces (both built 
and unbuilt) for the First 
Nations community on 
Country

Government designing 
systems to listen to First 
Nations community as an 
ongoing process

Care for Country 
Recommendations

Design Specific 
Directions

Actions with 
Community

Innovations

Djinjama 33Care for CountryCountermapping  Rossmore Grange



Enoughness2

Values

Develop Country 
positive approach to 
design

Restore balance and 
harmony with Country 

Enoughness

Nudge management

Protect natural systems 
and habitats

Protect biodiversity

Encourage alternatives 
in methods, locations, 
technology

Seek to reduce the burden 
on Country to absorb 
waste by use of recycled 
and salvaged resources, 
as well as mimic the soil 
by seeking materials that 
operate as a carbon sink 
and filtration of water 
and air

Native endemic planting 
that is relevant to the soil 
type and bioswales

Practice reciprocity

Work towards Carbon  
Zero 

Leave spaces for  
non-humans

Avoid taking too much

Leave space for Country 
to do its work, leave 
enough for Country to 
have abundance

Question what and how 
much is really needed

Allow time and space for 
Country to do its work 

Explore habitat 
rehabilitation programs

Use hand weeding to clear 
weed and debris from 

Do not flatten the 
landscape

Improve active transport 
networks

Sustainable, low 
embodied energy and 
resilient material choices 

Develop sustainable 
practices towards Country

Demonstrate net positive 
impact on all aspects of 
Country, including waste

Materiality should seek 
inspiration from the 
earth and landscape, the 
processes that work to 
create the planet, and the 
processes that the earth 
supports 

Design for a place 
bursting with life —flora 
fauna and people from all 
backgrounds  
Question how any 
buildings constructed 
themselves care for 
Country

Know where resources 
and materials come 
from in the construction 
process

Avoid over designing

Circular design decision 
making

Considered, local 
materials of place

Reuse rather than extract

Use resilient materials 
that adapt to changing 
conditions and 
seasonality

Green roofs planted 
with self-seeding native 
grasses and flowering 
plants

Consider the legacy left 
for future generations

Ensure opportunities to 
walk Country

Anthropocentrism is 
human centred. Centre 
Country not humans

Allocate sufficient time, 
much more than you 
anticipate it will take 

Allow time for the 
community to think over 
their answers 

Work with the topography 
rather than flatten

Connect Indigenous 
science with western 
science to solve problems

Greed is the biggest 
challenge, find other ways 
to 

Allow sufficient time 
for First Nations people 
to genuinely engage 
on projects rather than 
government timings

Care for Country 
Recommendations

Design Specific 
Directions

Actions with 
Community

Innovations
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(Re)generate3

Values

Humans decentred

Respect and protect 
mother earth

around the creek lines and 
Casuarina groves

Use preventative planting 
to protect special places 
such as the scar trees and 
Grandfather Tree

Use hand weeding and 
preventative planting 
around ponds and lagoons

Plant aquatic plants 
around ephemeral creek 
lines to protect damp 
areas

Create spaces where big 
mammals and birds want 
to return to, including 
emus and koalas 

Privilege local wildlife over 
domesticated pets

Learn from the 
environment rather than 
expecting it to change for 
humans

Create healthy land 
corridors around the 
waterways to ensure 
introduced species are 
in check, and waters are 
clean 

Reduce the load on 
Country by eradicating 
invasive, pest and exotic 
species (plants and 
animals)

Protect and connect 
remnant communities

Provide more habitat to 
encourage biodiversity

Add preventative planting 
along the road to protect 
wildlife from vehicles

Act with respect towards 
Country, including the 
natural landscape and the 
spirit and narratives of 
Country 

Design rain gardens and 
biofiltration on drainage 
lines to treat run off 
before flowing into 
waterways

Design with respect for 
non-humans

Repair connections 
for non-humans to 
connect with this place, 
avoid creating new 
disconnections

Plant local bush 
medicines and bush 
tucker food for everyone 
to eat including non-
humans

Enable spatial sharing 
with non-human kin

Restore and ongoing 
care for species that are 
endangered 

Be patient. Understand 
the community has other 
priorities and it may take 
longer than you expect to 
receive answers

Reconnect with Elders 

Learn and practice culture 

Enable Traditional 
Custodians space and 
time to practice Ancestral 
rights 

Build a relationship by 
creating a link to cultural 
understandings

Do not plant any  
non-endemic species

Work to recover 
Cumberland Plains 
Woodlands to support 
biodiversity

Remove regulations and 
red tape that are limiting 
cultural access to Country

Care for Country 
Recommendations

Design Specific 
Directions

Actions with 
Community

Innovations
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Prioritise health of 
water and land

Remember past 
lessons; Learn from 
existing lessons

Ensure soils are healthy, 
deep, and appropriate to 
the endemic species to 
ensure that when planting 
occurs flora grows strong

Revegetate endangered 
and threatened ecological 
communities through the 
urban landscape

Use sustainably sourced 
timber only

Conduct further survey 
work to determine 
ecological and cultural 
assets including bird, 
animal and flora surveys

Up-cycle and recycle, 
carbon neutral

Every item must be 
recyclable, recycled and 
reused

Low embodied energy

Improve extractive 
relationship with Country

Clean up rubbish and 
remove weeds from land 
and waterways

Be aware of past and 
existing flood patterns

Share water fairly 
including with non-
humans

Implement monitoring 
programs (not just 
weather but also native 
animals and non-natives, 
fire responses, waters 
levels, wind, soil health, 
yams)

Choose hardy water 
resistant and/or water 
based and/or water reliant 
materials 

Plant families of trees – let 
the Grandparent Trees 
flourish and have future 
ancestors grow nearby 

Resilient materials 
that adapt to changing 
climates, uses and 
occupation 

Employ cradle-to-cradle, 
whole-of-life thinking

Employ passivehaus 
principles to reduce 
energy burden of designs

Leave ample space around 
waterways

Enable permeability in 
hard surfaces

Use more-than water 
sensitive design

Ensure equity in decision 
making to ensure First 
Nations voices have a 
say in the health and 
wellbeing of Country

As humans destroy the 
natural environment, they 
too destroy the health of 
the ecosystem, and their 
own health. Support the 
health and wellbeing of 
Country to support the 
health and wellbeing of 
humans

Offer respect towards the 
people of place, ensuring 
everyone has an equal 
voice 

Do not extract anything 
from Country, instead find 
ways to recycle, up-cycle 
and reuse

Reconsider developments 
on flood plains

Monitor for health and 
wellbeing of values 
important to Dharug, for 
instance, yams, birthing 
on Country, or kangaroos
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Connectedness and (re)connecting4

Values

Feelings of reciprocity, 
belonging, safety, 
balance, sharing 
through kinship 

All land is sacred

Interconnected waters 

Repair, regenerate, renew 
relationships to Country

Repair, regenerate, renew 
behaviour on Country

Create waters and 
landscapes that 
freshwater grubs, 
butterflies, lizards, 
kookaburras, frogs, crows, 
dragonflies feel welcome 
and have wellbeing in 

Recognise ancient 
knowledges and pathways

Learn ‘right way’, learn the 
Law and lore

Poor behaviour 
towards Country has 
consequences. Correct 
behaviour towards 
Country has benefits

Damage one part, damage 
all parts

Understand and build a 
relationship with water is 
crucial

Aim to be able to swim in 
the waters of Wianamatta 
and waterholes again

Ensure there are strong 
measures to protect all 
waters

River and waterways care, 
restoration of riparian area 
with endemic species, 
adding habitat (wood /
debris) for water critters 

Design wildlife corridors 
connected to other 
significant sites through 
Country so animals can 
move through Country

Design community 
amenities/facilities i.e. 
toilets, showers, changing 
rooms, cooking facilities, 
firepit and/or BBQs for 
flexible events

Design places to sit under 
cover (not only built cover, 
but trees)

 Reflect deep knowledges 
and pathways in design

Develop walking tracks 
connecting learning 
centres (tool workshop, 
river restoration, plant 
nursery, bush tucker, 
cultural fire etc.) 

Design a staged learning 
trail learning from 
storytelling, learning one 
lesson and moving from 
area to area to continue 
to learn i.e., weaving, arts, 
foraging

Design spaces for 
different cultures coming 
together and learning from 
one and other

Ensure permeability 
between structures

Design for water to 
expand and contract

Design for water to be 
connected to the rest of 
the waterways

Enable water to flow 
through and between 
structures rather than in 
concrete. Avoid pumping 
water through concrete 
and PVC pipes

Avoid concrete on the 
ground, use permeable 
surfaces to allow the flow 
and permeation of water

Repair, regenerate, 
renew relationships to 
community

Create opportunities 
for seasonal camps 
(camps that connect with 
the cultural calendar) 
including developing 
a campsite as well as 
semi-permanent shelters 
or sleep pods, a camp 
kitchen area

Learn from how others 
care for water

Create places for 
ceremony

Learn the local language

Respect and follow local 
cultural protocols (ask if 
you are not aware of the 
protocols)

Respect gendered roles, 
sites, and places

Should white clay be 
found immediately alert 
Dharug female Elders

Enable Dharug women’s 
birthing on Country

Reawaken Dharug cultural 
activities in and on the 
waterways, restoring 
Dharug women’s custodial 
obligations and ceremony 
with Country

Provide opportunities to 
travel traditionally by nawi 
(canoe)

Create spaces for 
community to create nawi 
(canoe)

Create spaces for culture 
to flourish on Country, 
for ongoing connections 
and relationality, for 
water ceremony, for fire 
ceremony, for healing, 
for making – crafts, arts, 
weaving, design, tool 
making, nawi (canoe) 
making, to practice culture 

Enable Aboriginal people 
to live on their Country in 
sustainable living houses 
so they can care for 
Country while on Country

Create a spiritual place for 
connection with Country – 
Dharug Country ‘retreat’

If Crown Land, it needs to 
be given back; make sure 
it goes into the hands and 
care of Dharug people

Design for seasonal 
inundation

Care for Country 
Recommendations

Design Specific 
Directions

Actions with 
Community

Innovations
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Start a water filtering 
program to clean the 
waters of Wianamatta

Support non-human kin 
to travel safely within 
the waterway on their 
journeys

Work towards making 
the waters drinkable for 
people and non-humans

Enable on-site greywater 
treatment

Enable rainwater 
collection

Design women’s mud 
baths with guidance from 
Dharug Elders

Design spaces for birthing 
on Country including 
a sheltered area and 
keeping place

Water has agency  
and spirit

Heal with fire

Do not treat water as a 
commodity, water is not a 
possession

Choose and create hydro-
sustainable opportunities

Create safe, interactive 
and intelligent ways to 
interact with the water 
that also provide ways 
of naturally slowing the 
water down

Cool fire cleanses the 
land and is integral to a 
healthy landscape. Fire is 
important for not only the 
land, but keeps people 
healthy also, through 
cooking food, smoking, 
cleansing water

Enable cultural practices 
including fire as 
appropriate to each part 
of Country

Use cultural fire to clear 
weeds and debris from 
the open space areas to 
encourage new foods for 
kangaroos and birds

Protect fire-sensitive 
attributes and cultural 
values, including habitat 
trees through cultural 
burning and mitigation 
activities. 

Maintain fuel loads 
around identified cultural 
and ecological sites with 
most appropriate method 
for the site. Methods may 
include cultural burns, pile 
burns, mowing or slashing, 
thinning of undergrowth 

Ensure balanced 
considerations of 
priorities for any 
development in place

Design with fluid lines, 
layering, smooth edges 

Design spaces for a 
fire festival where all 
participate and learn

Create spaces for fireside 
yarns, art, narrative 
therapy and dadirri 
practices

Reduce and maintain fuel 
loads around assets and 
infrastructure 

Enable and support 
cultural access to 
waterways including the 
creek and lagoons

Improve access to Country 
and waterways for people 
and non-humans

Create opportunities for 
the community to lead 
cultural burns

Engage cultural fire 
practitioner to develop 
cultural fire plan

Review Cultural Fire Plan 
annually and update 
priority actions in view of 
seasonal variations and 
ongoing support

Avoid capitalism, consider 
alternative economic 
models 

Consider alternative 
ownership models

Work with the community 
to develop a calendar of 
festivals tied to a deep 
understanding of seasons 
and nature, observing 
and understanding 
them, not guided by the 
conventional calendar
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using mechanical thinning 
techniques

Maintain all access paths 
as potential fire breaks

Learn, Unlearn, Relearn5

Values

Ensure nobody is left 
behind

Spatial and social 
justice 

Yes, yes and yes! Everyone 
has the right to be on 
Country so long as they 
approach Country in the 
right way

Ensure inclusive practices 
on Country

Ensure respect and 
reciprocity, connection 
and understanding 

Saving of species 
translocation program for 
restoration of Cumberland 
Plains

Create landscape 
management programs 
and testing (scalable 
models)

Places people of differing 
abilities to learn about 
culture

Work towards social 
justice benefits

Inclusive design practices 
that respect cultures that 
are “other”

Design so people and 
animals can eat wherever 
they are 

Design practices that 
enable community 
engagement

For any First Nations 
design knowledge used, 
it must be done ethically 
and respectfully where 
Indigenous autonomy 
principles are followed

Support Indigenous 
businesses

Enable Indigenous 
tourism and eco-tourism 
opportunities

Partner with appropriate 
Elders, Knowledge 
Holders, Indigenous 
consultants, businesses, 
organisations

Facilitate a diversity of 
voices

Undertake culturally safe 
processes 

Respect Indigenous 
Cultural Intellectual 
Property Rights

Leave a legacy for locals 
and keep local benefits 
local

Create Dharug and 
First Nations spaces as 
required by community

Objection is part of the 
project so leave space 
for it

Enable mob training 
in horticulture or 
arboriculture (i.e., 
advanced tree stock 
growing, offsets, local 
development

Learn, understand, 
and follow community 
protocols and roles 
including your role in the 
community

Ensure communications 
are clear, truthful, and 
open

Respect that government 
cannot own Indigenous 
knowledges

Create means for the First 
Nations community to 
share their knowledges 
without compromising 
them

Co-management with the 
local Dharug community, 
there is an opportunity to 
share the natural history 
of this ancient landscape 
from an Aboriginal 
perspective

Care for Country 
Recommendations

Design Specific 
Directions

Actions with 
Community

Innovations
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Design for living and 
flourishing together 

Give back more than 
what you take

Design for everyone to 
have a place

Flourishing is not only 
about economics 

To have integrity of 
culture, you must value all 
of culture

Reflect and design without 
judgment or assumptions

Consider short and long 
term focus

Learn your privilege

Learn your position on 
Country and in culture

Behave with respect 
towards the place, 
including the history and 
heritage 

Enable community 
decision making about 
places 

Include storytelling in 
the site that recalls the 
longer narratives of the 
relationships between 
peoples and site, even if 
they are not living there 
now 

Ensure community 
benefits from design 
planning pipeline

Design governance 
systems for place

Explore dual naming 
opportunities

Design with community 
in mind, so they are 
accommodated in the 
space 

Use systems design

Do not create more 
landfill, use, and reuse 
everything on site

Respect First Nations 
worldviews in the process 
of design, not just the 
design outcomes

Design spaces for 
gathering, sharing 
knowledge, food, and 
building relationships 

Create spaces the 
community can be proud 
of and recognise in a 
positive way

Create space for a First 
Nations run nursery 
or sanctuary on site 
including a maintenance 
shed, retail area and staff 
facilities

Encourage a children’s 
planting area or garden 
farm so the young ones 
learn about their place on 
and responsibility towards 
Country

Move ahead together with 
common economic goals

Outcomes should be 
tailored to local area 
including local community 
managing demands

Provide a cultural learning 
space for community 
and schools to further 
opportunities for cultural 
knowledge exchange

Improve cultural capacity 
for non-Indigenous people 
before engaging with First 
Nations communities to 
ensure cultural safety of 
First Nations peoples

Develop your own cultural 
competency rather than 
expecting to be taught.

Include allowances for 
appropriate fees to be 
paid to the community 

Provide spaces for 
continued cultural 
practices for First Nations 
peoples, contemporary 
local Indigenous 
community and broader 
Indigenous communities 

Ensure language and 
naming that acknowledges 
places and stories that 
are reflective of place and 
community knowledge

Community inclusion is 
not a box ticking exercise, 
so do not treat it as one 

Create and enable 
economical partnerships 
in procurement policies 

An innovative experiential 
learning educational 
program that is designed 
with Dharug people, 
providing teachers and 
students with experiential 
learning in the context of 
the site, a rare opportunity 
to learn about ecology, 
history, language and 
culture of Dharug Country

Avoid community 
consultation fatigue 
by ensuring genuine 
differences are made 
based on prior advice 
given before going back  
to re-engage

Advocate to change the 
systems that perpetuate 
damage to Country and 
community
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